MRC Committee Minutes, 31 May 2001

Where:
50B-6208

When:
Thursday, 31 May 2001

Who:
Michel Van Hove, Dan Hawkes, Alessandra Ciocio, Gary Jung, Ali Belkacem, John Staples, Shaheen Tonse, Jon Bashor

Issues:  Review MRC Information Proposal, Review Sandy's slide show, review past T3E usage.

Jon Bashor generated a set of suggested bullets for a 9-slide set that Sandy will present at the division directors retreat on the 24th of June.  The MRC committee had several suggestions for improvements, such as putting up front the failed MassPar experience and adding additional information on the T3E purchased time contract.

Jon Bashor presented the MRC committee with an 11-page first draft of the MRC Information Proposal titled "Defining the Future of Scientific Computing Resources at Berkeley Lab".  This is the paper that summarizes all findings so far of the MRC committee.

A number of suggestions for improvement were offered, but the committee thought it would be better to read the proposal over and provide feedback to Bashor by June 11th.  The final version will be issued by June 14th.  Several missing elements indicated on the last page of the document were the revised schedule of public events, to be provided by Gary Jung, Tammy Welcome's report on costs and a copy of the finalized survey form.

Gary Jung presented acquisition details on three Linux-based clusters at LBNL: Drosophila, Yucca Mountain and the Center for Computational Geophysics Cluster.  The data includes a description, costs, procurement time and installation time for each cluster.

Gary is having difficulty assembling a chart of computing resources at LBNL above desk PCs, and the committee recommended that detail was not necessary on the nature of the programs, but just a list of the number of problems being submitted to each would be sufficient.

The MRC committee will meet next on June 7th, at which time Gary will present the revised MRC schedule, with speakers names not included.

