MRC Committee Minutes, 10 May 2001

When:
10 May 2001

Where: 50B-6208

Who:
Alessandra Ciocio, John Staples, Ali Belkacem, Jon Bashor, Dan Hawkes (TEID), Jim Leighton, Tammy Welcome, Michel Van Hove, Gary Jung, Doug Olson

Issue:  TEID will write a 10-page document describing the information we have gathered.  Determine what's available and what's missing.  Assign tasks to fill in missing items.

Jon Bashor and Dan Hawkes will write a 10-page document containing an introduction and including in several sections the information this committee has uncovered.  The outline of the document will be passed by Sandy Merola, who was not at the meeting.

What we have and what we need:

Have:  cost estimate.  Although some parts may be proprietary, they at least should be available to members of CSAC, but not to the outside.

Have:  bits and pieces of the High Performance Computing Facility use by LBNL users.  Over the time since NERSC has come to LBNL, the CPU hour use by LBNL has tripled, indicating interest and use of the facility.

Have:  draft of survey that will be presented at the lecture series.

Have: plan for the lecture series

Have: white paper

Have:  survey of key users of scientific computing at LBNL.

Have: information on MRC at other labs, its successes and failures.

Need:  a financial strategy for funding an MRC facility, probably looser than the 60/30/10% model discussed last week.  Ali will put this together.

Need:  a chart showing computer capability vs. number of {users, groups, users*GFlops} to show where an MRC would fit in to the current range of LBNL computers above desk PCs.  Gary Jung will construct the data and the chart.

TEID (Bashor and Hawkes) will draft a 10-page document and present it to this committee in one week.

One incentive to quote, before we do the survey, is the use of LBNL of NERSC during the 3-year interval purchased with LBNL dollars.  Now that the program is dead, the MRC may be the right replacement to serve those users, and others identified during the course of this committee.

As Gary determines the number of clusters now operating at LBNL, we may want to interview those who set up the clusters to find out how they did it (internal or outsourced?), how they funded them, and what their experience with them has been.

