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This group met three times already and the last meeting was held on Jan 29th.

The ultimate goal of this sub-committee is to generate a final draft document by July 2001 that will be the used by CSAC to recommend a suitable Mid-Range Computing system at LBNL.

The main purpose of the January meeting was to define the process of generating this document, which we all agreed has to start with a list of questions to ask to potential users so that we can gather the overall requirements.   Therefore, we first need to define a suitable questionnaire.

The method that NERSC uses in its process of assessing user needs, to define the hardware, software and support solutions, is to ask potential users their requirements in the areas of performance, special applications and libraries, computational tools, storage requirements, batch system response parameters and consulting help needed (Tammy reported).  

A comprehensive document, the "Green Book" which describes the response of potential NERSC users, is available on the web.

A particular approach, as Sandy pointed out, may be also to document how science is done, how it is constrained by the computers we have now, and to ask how the science would be improved in various scenarios. 

We agreed that the questions could be grouped in two main categories such as:

1. How will a MRC improve the science you are doing?

2. What are your needs?

Shaheen Tonse presented the questionnaire that he has submitted to several group leaders and a few other potentially interested users in the Environmental Energy Technologies Division.  This document contains pretty much the type of questions that we agreed upon. 

We decided that it should be used as a basis for producing our final questionnaire.

We also talked about the new cluster that NERSC is setting up, and even though this would probably not be regarded as a model for a MRC at LBNL, as the cluster does not include enhancements such as visualization hardware, or the consulting staff that a MRC system might require, this committee will definitely look into the possibility of making the NERSC new cluster a long term suitable mid-level computing resource if the hardware, software and adequate support requirements will be met. 

Algorithms for charging CPU time, users with specific costly software packages, and the support, will need to be discussed further.

We also decided to postpone discussing funding issues for now.

Our timescale is the following:

Second week of February: 



Assess Shaheen's responses. 



A sub-committee of about four of us will write a strawman.

Late February - Early March: 

The sub-committee will generate a final questionnaire, which will be presented to the March 9th CSAC.

April:  



The needs and requirements of potential users will be gathered.

May:  



A first draft summarizing these requirements will be drafted and presented to CSAC.

June: 



Start to draft potential configurations to satisfy the requirements

July: 




Final draft presented.

