Mid-Range Computer Committee Minutes, 12 December 2001

Who:
Gary Jung, John Staples, Alessandra Ciocio, Michel Van Hove, Doug Olson, Jon Bashor, Shaheen Tonse, Ken Downing, Ali Belkacem, Tammy Welcome (via telephone)

Where: 50A-6208

When: 12 December 2001, 3:30 p.m.

Major Issue:  Preparation for January workshop

Preparations have been started for a workshop probably near the end of January 2002 between potential midrange computer users and a group of expert presenters.  The key issues are to decide on which computer architecture to recommend, and the funding model.

The workshop will be one-half day sessions over two days:  the first day will consist primarily of presentations, the second day round-table discussions.  A total of about 20 people will be involved consisting of about 15 invitees from selected LBNL divisions, the rest the group of experts.  A favored venue is Perseverance Hall.

The presentations for the first day from the panel of experts will include a talk by Sandy Merola on cluster and SMP architectures, by Bill McCurdy and by Alessandra Ciocio or other selected person on the findings of the mid-range computer committee, including the various options (buy, build, assist divisional clusters) considered by the MRC committee.

The second day will focus on requirements with informal presentations and discussions by current users of high-performance computers with a flexible but well-guided round table discussion of issues such as required software support, cluster vs. SMP architectures, etc.

Invitees will be provided beforehand with the MRC white paper and a formal invitation to the workshop by Sandy.  Discussions of funding models will be postponed until the workshop itself.

The timing of the workshop will revolve around the schedule of key personnel:  Bill McCurdy will be gone over February and March.  Also in early March ITSD will be undergoing a Director's review and a DOE review.  If the workshop cannot be scheduled for January, it may have to be postponed to April, or possibly early February.

Members of the MRC will contact potential customers in their own or designated  divisions soon.  The first contact will be informal, and those who are receptive will receive the formal invitation accompanied by the MRC white paper before the workshop.

The next MRC meeting will be in early January, where the funding model will be further discussed, the materials provided to invitees will be selected and a final agenda will be determined.

Action item:  select candidates to invite to the workshop.  Specifically:


Life Sciences
Ken Downing


Earth Sciences, Chem Sciences
Ali Belkacem


Physics
Alessandra Ciocio


ALS
Michel Van Hove


Physical Biosciences
Ken Downing / Paul Adams


EETD
Shaheen Tonse


AFRD
John Staples


NERSC
Tammy Welcome

