The purpose of this note is to (1) brief you on activities focusing on possible midrange computing futures for Berkeley Lab, and (2) invite your Divisional participation in a technical survey and workshop that will ultimately determine our path forward in this area.

You may be aware that members of the Computing and Communications Services Advisory Committee (CSAC) have been actively assessing the feasibility of enhanced midrange computing at the Lab.  For this project, we have defined midrange computing as a resource more powerful than desktop machines, but having less capability than the systems provided by NERSC.  This working group, representing nine scientific divisions plus staff support from ITSD, has identified options for institutional support of midrange computing for Berkeley Lab programs. These options range from the creation of an institutionally supported midrange computer offering to the provision of centralized support for divisionally owned clusters.  
(See also the MRC WG report at: 
http://www-atlas.lbl.gov/~ciocio/CSAC/MRC/Report.doc
The next step in this feasibility study is to survey potential midrange computing users to help determine the institutional requirements for such a system and/or support services. This will be followed by an on-site workshop to evaluate and determine the best path forward for Berkeley Lab.

The survey is being conducted using a Web-based form at http://www.lbl.gov/ITSD/CSAC/MRC/ 

Please forward this e-mail to members of your division who are potential midrange computing users.  This memo is also being sent to potential midrange computing users that have been identified by the CSAC working group.

We will notify you and all survey participants of the workshop schedule and will make the survey results available.

If there any questions that I can answer in regard to this effort, please contact me. 

Thank -you.

