Minutes

Computer Standards Committee

16 October 2001

Attending:  John Staples, Alessandra Ciocio, Mark Rosenberg, Chuck Axthelm, Paul Barale, Ron Huseman, Richard Nosek, Dennis Peterson, Eli Rotenberg, Charles Verboom, Jeff Willer, Sandy Merola

Self-Introductions:  (added by John Staples)


John Staples:  AFRD, CSAC member, Midrange Computer Committee member, Scientific workstation user, Chair, Computer Standards Committee


Denis Peterson: AFRD, Financial Analyst


Charlie Verboom:CIS, Oversees help desk, Mac/PC support, outsouring of resources.


Ron Huesman: LSD, our voice of diversity.  Oversaw migration of DEC/VMS to multiple platforms.  


Jeff Willer: CIS, Maintains standard load on CIS and ISS machines.


Mark Rosenberg: CIS, did original standard load design.  Expert on Microsoft contract. 


Rich Nosek: ISS, Manager, Financial Systems (Ledger, Accounts Payable, etc).  Led effort for strategic plan.  Much experience with standardization.


Paul Barale: Engineering.  Believes that standardization is a living document.


Sandy Merola:
Director, ITSD.  


Alessandra Ciocio: Physics.  Experience with clusters.  Standardization needed for international and interlab collaboration.  Chair, Midrange Computer Committee.


Eli Rotenberg: ALS.  Not satisfied with current procedure of computer purchasing.  


Chuck Axthelm: ASD.  Project manager for Janus Budgeting Systems.  Standardized Administrative Services division on standard hardware and software.

Presentations: Chair John Staples asked if there was a preference among presenters for overhead projected view graphs or electronic (computer) projections - general consensus was in favor of electronic projections.

Charter - Sandy Merola

Sandy passed out a copy of the Problem Statement and "How can this Committee Help" and went over the key points:

The ITSD is to provide a set of products and services to the Scientific Community of the Lab.  Beyond that, ITSD has no charter of its own.  

Computing Sciences has a DOE Charter (for ESNET) but this relates to DOE, not directly to LBL.  The need for a portion of ICSD that looks ahead at "leading edge" stuff relating to computing was discussed.  Advanced Development serves the needs of LBL, but not directly. 

History of Standards at LBL - Mark Rosenberg

Due to the proliferation of different computers and applications throughout LBL and the limited resources of ITSD with regard to support, it was decided (5 years ago?)  to select certain specific applications necessary to operated at LBL.  This decision was reviewed again when NERSC arrived.  Several standards were developed for different types of users (i.e. data analysis, CAD, admin, etc.).

Competitive evaluation - Micron (desktop) / Dell (laptop) - reviewed quarterly.  Micron & Dell change more frequently, so the hardware gets retested and reviewed, then accepted.  Multiple vendors desired in case primary vendor unable to deliver, but this has not been worked out yet.  Note: PROCARD purchasing only works for the current standard hardware - DOE requires a BOA [Basic Ordering Agreement] for sensitive items.

There is a standard software load for Micron, not for Dell laptops (with Dell, you get what you get?).  No requirement to buy a standard machine, but must provide a justification and obtain a waiver for non-standard hardware.  No waiver needed for laptops - any laptop ok.  

<<  Scientific Computing vs. Admin Computing - who is our audience? >>

Purpose is to save Sandy money by determining parameters - where is the problem

1. Constant dollars to ICSD

2. Need to free up money to do development / planning / futures

3. Goal is a reasonable, reliable scientific environment

Help desk supports Macs and PCs - thinking about LINUX, no support for UNIX - considered self supporting

Ron Huseman brought up the issue of standards at a higher level - cross platform application standardization.  LBNL can't do much to affect companies that supply the applications?

Sandy Merola stated that for next year, ICSD would start with a zero-based budget - no assumptions going into the budget process.  By early spring he will need to know what level of support he will need to provide, if it is going to be radically different.

Action Items:
Facts - fact collection

1. How much money spent on Macs vs. PCs, other support? 

- Assigned to Charlie Verboom

2. How many Macs vs. PCs at LBL?

- Assigned to Charlie Verboom

3. How much money spent no Computer Support - internal, recharged, service contracts?

- Assigned to Charlie Verboom / Mark Rosenberg

4. What is the trend on major corporate Apps in Admin (Janus, PeopleSoft, LETS)?  Who affected, who cares, how much?

- Assigned to Rich Nosek

5. How to improve standardization testing / what cost on testing prior to approval?

- Assigned to Charlie Verboom

6. Scientific workstation architectural standardization - current distribution?

- Assigned to Chuck Axthelm

Next Meeting:
"Approximately Thursday, in approximately three weeks."

