The introductory flight lesson is like a test drive.  It's a

chance for someone interested in

taking lessons to see if they really like flying a plane as much

as they imagine.  We spend some

time before the flight talking about the plane - a Cessna 172,

the basics of airplane control and

the mission - usually a flight from Oakland Airport to a circle

'round the fledgling pilot's house

and back.  I'll do the takeoff, demonstrate a turn or two and

the effects of adverse yaw and then

ask the student to take over.  The student flys the airplane

along the waterfront to the Golden

Gate Bridge and then on toward their house if it's not too far.

Richmond, Concord et. al. are

fine.  I take over occasionally just to let folks take a break,

or a photo and then it's back to

Oakland where I'll talk the student through the approach to the

airport and then takeover as we

enter the traffic pattern.

The Cessna 172 seats four - three adults or two adults and two

kids is most comfortable.  It's a

high wing, single engine airplane that's stable, comfortable and

offers a great view.

The least bumpy time to fly is early morning, the most scenic

time to go up is just before sunset.

The flight lasts about an hour, or slightly less, with at least

an hour of briefing before the

flight and an equal amount of debriefing (excited question

answering) after.

